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Message from the President
Brent R. Smith, CPG-11130
Hello once again fellow AIPG Ohio Section members. Fall has set in,
winter is approaching, and things are as busy as ever for the Ohio
Section of AIPG. Much has happened within the section since the last
newsletter and much is still to come as we wrap up a successful 2017.
As for recent events, we held our third dinner presentation and Section
meeting on September 14 at La Scala in Dublin where the guest
speaker for the evening was Mr. Sam Stowe, PG., General Manager of
Ranney Collector Wells. Sam's presentation, Riverbank Filtration –
Successes and Failures – Case Studies, summarized the basic design,
investigation, and installation concepts of riverbank filtration (RBF) water supply systems. It was a
fun and informative evening and a special treat for our members who focus on, or are interested in
hydrogeology and water supply.
President-Elect Colin Flaherty and I also had the pleasure of attending the 2017 AIPG National
Conference in Nashville, Tennessee in September. As a first-time attendee, I found the
conference to be a fascinating look into how our organization runs on a National level. I was
greatly impressed with the level of commitment given by the National Committee towards the
furthering of the geosciences and by certain state sections such as Georgia and Michigan that are
really next-level in terms of what they do for their members. It gave us some good ideas that we
look to implement over the coming years to continually try to do more for our Ohio Section
members.
Also of note, we recently held our first Vapor Intrusion Short Course, which was prepared in
conjunction with our friends at Cox-Colvin & Associates, Inc. The course was attended by almost
40 professionals, who received 2 days of comprehensive training on all aspects of vapor intrusion.
Judging from the course feedback forms the course was very well received so we will be looking
into holding the course again sometime, possibly in a different part of the state.
In other news, we are pleased to announce the formation of a new student chapter at Youngstown
State University (YSU) thanks to former AIPG Ohio Section President Tom Jenkins. We are
finishing up the proper paperwork through AIPG National and expect to have the new chapter
chartered by the end of the year.
As 2017 draws to a close we are also looking forward to 2018. In case you haven’t checked your
e-mail lately an invitation has gone out to vote for 2018 officers. We will be again using electronic
voting through the section website with our 2018 ballot including the following candidates:
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Current newsletter editor, Tim Brown, for the three year term of President Elect (2018),
President (2019), and Past-President (2020);
Current Treasurer Robert Andrews for a second, two-year term as Treasurer,
Current Member-At-Large Tom Swinehart for a two-year term as Secretary, and
Shay Beanland, Curt Coe, and Tom Jenkins for Members-At-Large.

Voting will be held on-line through November 13 so that we may present the results at our
November 16 Annual Meeting.
Also, please note that we are always looking for new volunteers so if you’d like to join the
Executive Committee please contact us. In particular we are looking for someone that that wants
to get involved as a Member-At-Large and potentially other Executive Committee positions in the
future. For those of you not familiar with the position, Members-At-Large are voting members of
the Executive Committee with no particular set of duties (such as a Treasurer, etc.) that are
expected to provide additional opinions and ideas on Section business and assist our ad-hoc
committees. We are particularly looking for someone who is willing to serve as a media manager
with the primary responsibility of Section promotion via e-mail and social media. Please contact
us if you are interested in volunteering and we look forward to hearing from you.
Of final note for 2017, our Ohio Section Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 16 and will be
held at La Scala in Dublin. Our keynote speaker will be Laura Factor, Deputy Director of the Ohio
EPA, as the guest speaker. For her presentation, Laura will focus on the status of the Ohio EPA,
including a summary of ongoing Federal issues, upcoming Ohio EPA initiatives, and current topics
of interest such as algal blooms and unregulated contaminants. Registration is now open so
please be sure to register and pay at http://www.aipg-ohio.org/payment.php by November 13,
2017.
As for the future, President Elect-Colin Flaherty has some great things in the works for 2018,
including a fresh slate of guest speakers for our dinner meetings, a field trip to Serpent Mound in
Adams County, and potentially a second VI Short Course. In the coming months we will continue
to provide updates via the newsletter, website blog, and social media, as we anticipate a fun and
busy finish to 2017 and a great start to 2018. Please feel free to contact us at the Executive
Committee if you would like to volunteer or have suggestions for blog posts, field trips, or
meetings.
Contact information can be found on the website at https://www.aipgohio.org/officers1.php.
Until next time,
Brent R. Smith, CPG 11130
2017 AIPG Ohio Section President
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

NOVEMBER 1-2

Ohio Oil and Gas Association 2017 Technical Conference and Oilfield
Expo at Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center, 7033 Glenn Highway, Cambridge,
Ohio; www.ooga.org.

NOVEMBER 15

Ohio Geological Society Meeting at Holiday Inn Columbus-Worthington,
7007 North High Street, Worthington – featured presentation will be Cracks
in the Dam: Antarctica’s Retreating Ice Shelves by Dr. Ian Howat;
www.ohiogeosoc.org.

NOVEMBER 16

AIPG Ohio Section AIPG Annual Meeting and Dinner Presentation at La
Scala Italian Bistro, 4199 West Dublin-Granville Road, Dublin – featured
presenter will be Laura Factor, Assistant Director of the Ohio EPA;
www.aipg-ohio.org. (see Newsletter page 6).

MARCH 7-9,
2018

Ohio Oil and Gas Association Winter Meeting 2018 at The Hilton
Columbus at Easton, Columbus, Ohio; www.ooga.org.

JUNE 2018

AIPG Ohio Section Field Trip to Serpent Mound.
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Ohio Section 2017 Annual Meeting
and Dinner Presentation Preview
Feature Pre sentation:

OHIO EPA UPDATE

Presented By:

Laura Factor, Assistant Director, Ohio EPA

The Ohio Section of AIPG is pleased to host Laura Factor, Assistant Director of the Ohio EPA,
at the Section’s Annual Meeting and Dinner presentation, which will take place on Thursday,
November 16, 2017 at La Scala Italian Bistro (www.lascalaitalianbistro.com) located at 4199
West Dublin-Granville Road in Dublin. Ms. Factor will be presenting: Ohio EPA Update. The
Annual Meeting and Dinner presentation is sponsored by ALS Environmental, In-Situ, Layne
Ranney Collector Wells, and Terran. The event begins at 5:00 pm with social hour, followed
by dinner at 6:15, and the feature presentation at 7:00. The festivities will include a 50/50
raffle and door prizes!
Please RSVP at by Monday, November 13, 2017. Cost will be $35 for adults and $20 for
students. We will be accepting prepayment as registration for the Annual Meeting using PayPal.
Please register and prepay for the 2017 Annual Meeting here. Please note that
prepayment through PayPal is required for registration.
__________________________________________

Ohio EPA Update
by Laura Factor, Assistant Director, Ohio EPA
A B S T R AC T
The presentation will provide an update on recently enacted
legislative changes as well as budgetary implications on the agency
with the passage of the biennial budget, HB 49. We will discuss
briefly some of the recent efforts to address the Lake Erie nutrient
reduction issue, some of the programmatic and regulatory change
considerations relative to the Voluntary Action Program and Certified
Professionals, as well as emerging issues such as vapor intrusion
and ground water contamination from unregulated contaminants.

PRESENTER
Laura Factor was appointed Assistant Director in January 2005. She assists the Director in
overseeing key program activities and establishing agency priorities to protect Ohio's air, land and
water resources. Mrs. Factor also oversees the Agency's legislative efforts and policy/rule
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development. Laura Factor came to Ohio EPA in August 1991 as a legislative liaison, became
chief of Ohio EPA's Office of Legislative Affairs in 1999, and Deputy Director for Policy and
Legislation in 2001. Prior to joining Ohio EPA, she was a legislative aide to Senator Gary
Suhadolnik, then Chair of the Senate Energy, Natural Resources and Environment Committee.
While there, the Senate Committee passed several major pieces of legislation including House Bill
592, the first significant solid waste management statute in Ohio. She is a graduate of Duke
University, she majored in public policy studies. 
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AIPG Ohio Section 2017 Vapor Intrusion
Short Course Recap
Contributed By:

Tim E. Brown, CPG-11637

The AIPG Ohio Section held a
Vapor Intrusion Short Course on
October 24 and 25, 2017, at the
Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) H.R. Collins
Core Laboratory Conference
Room in Delaware, Ohio. The
course was a joint effort
between the Ohio Section and
Cox-Colvin & Associates, Inc.
(Cox-Colvin),
and
provided
attendees with a timely focus on
the subject of vapor intrusion
(VI). Vapor Intrusion addresses
the migration of undesirable
chemical components in sub- The 2017 AIPG Ohio Section Vapor Intrusion Short Course was a
slab soil vapor into indoor joint effort with Cox-Colvin & Associates, Inc.
airspace. VI has taken on added significance in recent years as the human health risk has been
further quantified, especially with respect to fetal heart effects associated with trichlorethylene.
The short course provided a comprehensive coverage of a variety of aspects of VI, including the
physical processes governing subsurface vapor transport and entry into buildings, VI assessment,
monitoring and mitigation strategies, VI risk analysis, legal aspects, case studies and field
demonstrations. The course was attended by 37 individuals, including both AIPG members and
non-AIPG environmental professionals representing 23 companies. The event was sponsored by
Cox Colvin Vapor Pin, Terracon, Environmental Management Specialists (EMS), and Pace
Analytical. Exhibitors included ALS Environmental (ALS), Environmental Remediation
Contractor (ERC), Environmental Management Specialists (EMS), and In-Situ.
The morning of the first day included presentations by Craig Cox of Cox-Colvin titled “History of
Solvent Use”, followed by Mort Schmidt of Cox-Colvin with “Conceptual Site Model”, and
“Regulatory Framework”, delivered by Scott Doran of Kegler, Brown, Hill & Ritter. Mort Schmidt
then presented “Soil Assessment (Petroleum Hydrocarbons).” Following a delicious lunch, Mort
Schmidt delivered two talks, respectively entitled “Groundwater Assessment Vapor Intrusion
Screening Levels (VISL)” and “Soil-Gas Collection and Monitoring.” The day concluded with
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several demonstrations, including Cox-Colvin’s Vapor Pin and Industrial Environmental’s
monitoring equipment. In addition, many attendees braved the late afternoon crisp autumn
temperatures and light rain to observe Joe Fleck of EnviroCore installing an exterior soil vapor
probe using a hydraulic direct-push rig (Geoprobe).

ABOVE – Mort Schmidt presenting soil vapor sampling techniques to short course attendees.
BELOW – Cox-Colvin personnel demonstrating the Vapor Pin to onlookers.
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ABOVE and RIGHT – Joe Fleck of
EnviroCore demonstrating the
proper installation of a soil vapor
probe to observers.
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The second day commenced with Mort Schmidt’s “Soil Gas Interpretation (VISL and RALs)”
discussion, followed by Ed Pfau (Hull and Associates, Inc.) who presented “TCE Risk Decision
Matric.” Carrie Rasik of the Ohio EPA then delivered “Response Action Levels”. The morning
concluded with Mort Schmidt’s “Indoor Air Collection & Measurement”, followed by “TCE Real
Time Monitoring”, presented by Hull’s Monica Williamson. Attendees were treated with a
delicious lunch provided by Schmidt’s Sausage Haus and Restaurant. After lunch, laboratory
aspects of VI were discussed by Josh McKinney of ALS, followed by two presentations from Mort
Schmidt entitled “Indoor & Ambient Air Interpretation” and “Vapor Mitigation & Long Term
Monitoring”. The short course concluded with presentations by Tony McDonald of A-Z Solutions,
Inc. on sub-slab depressurization systems, and Bruce Markey of EMS on barrier systems.
Early feedback from course attendees reveals that they would recommend the course to others.
The AIPG Ohio Section would like to thank all sponsors and contributors that made the VI short
course a success, especially recognizing the efforts of Mort Schmidt and Laurie Chilcote of CoxColvin.
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New s from Wr igh t State U nivers ity
St uden t Cha pter o f AI PG
Wright State University
Student Baylee Stark
Wins Award at AIPG
National Conference
Wright State University (WSU) undergraduate student
Baylee Stark was awarded the second place prize of
$200 at the AIPG National Conference held in
Nashville, Tennessee in September.
Ms. Stark
earned the award based on her excellent Poster
Session presentation. Her entry was entitled: A
Traditional Lecture Classroom vs. a Scale-Up
Classroom; A Comparison of Student Learning Gains
in an Earth Science Course for Non-Science Majors.
Baylee was kind enough to contribute a perspective
on her personal experience of attending the AIPG
National Conference to the Newsletter:
Contributed by Baylee Stark:
Attending the 2017 AIPG National Conference this
past September in Nashville Tennessee allowed me
to both interact with, and learn from, geologic
professionals in a way that I hadn’t yet been able to
as a student. Throughout the weekend I had the
opportunity to speak with industry specialists, learn
about careers, improve my resume, participate in the
student research poster competition, and listen to
talks on a wide variety of geologic topics.

Wright State University student Baylee
Stark receiving award from Adam Heft for
her Poster Session presentation entitled:
A Traditional Lecture Classroom vs. a
Scale-Up Classroom; A Comparison of
Student Learning Gains in an Earth
Science Course for Non-Science Majors.

Starting with the Student Career Day, I was able to meet other students from different AIPG
sections. Learning about all of their diverse backgrounds in geology really brought home the idea
of how collaborative and integrated the field has become. In the sessions throughout the day, I
was able to learn more about career search and improving my resume, all the while hearing firsthand stories of experiences of industry geologists. These sessions opened my eyes to career
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possibilities I had never considered, as well as tips and tricks on making a resume that will
impress potential employers. During lunch, neighboring sessions had also finished, allowing for a
joint luncheon with students and professionals. A panel of industry geologists was on hand to
answer any questions from the students, though as more and more professionals came in, the
entire luncheon transformed from a panel to a colloquium, with geologist after geologist taking
questions and offering advice. At the end of the career day, a reception was held for everyone
with drinks and snacks. A type of “speed dating” game was also played, which involved a rotation
of tables allowing the students a chance to speak to all of the professionals. This was one of my
favorite aspects of the conference, as it gave me a chance to network with many more geologists
on a more personal level, and ask questions one-on-one.
On Monday morning, I had the opportunity to present my undergraduate research in a poster
presentation session. This was held for both graduate and undergraduate students. This session
allowed me to showcase my senior thesis work on a platform much larger than I ever expected to
be able to. It was a great experience interacting with other geologists interested in hearing about
my research. The poster presentation also included a competition, with awards assessing quality
of presentation and research for both graduates and undergraduates. As all of the student’s topics
were very interesting and impressive, I was very excited to learn that I had won second place in
the undergraduate category.
Overall, my experience at the National Conference was above and beyond what I could have
imagined. It opened up many doors and opportunities for me. Before the convention I had spoken
to very few professionals, and only attended one other large-scale scientific conference.
Throughout the weekend I felt like the students were actually valued and put first. From the
Student Career Day, to the poster presentations, and all of the events in between, a comradery
could be felt between the students and professionals in attendance. Looking back, this was an
invaluable opportunity that helped me grow not only as a geologist, but also as a person. 
In other WSU student chapter news, plans are in the works for hosting the Ohio Section’s 2018
Winter Meeting and Dinner Presentation at WSU, scheduled for February. The Newsletter has
also learned that the chapter is planning a field trip to Serpent Mound in the Spring of 2018.

Wright State University Chapter of AIPG, 201 7 – 2018

OFFICERS

ADVISOR

President

Ashlynn Boedecker

Vice President

Kali Irvin

Secretary

Paul Downing

Treasurer

Baylee Stark

Stacey Hundley, Ph.D., Lecturer, Earth & Environmental Sciences
Department, MEM-2546

Please take a moment and welcome these WSU Student Chapter of AIPG officers and their fellow
student members at a future AIPG event.
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New s from T he O hio St ate Uni versi ty
St uden t Cha pter o f AI PG
Ohio State University
Student Chapter of AIPG
Planning Field Trip to Caesar
Creek State Park
The Ohio State University Student Chapter of AIPG, led by incoming chapter President Rebecca
(Becky) Anderson, is planning a field trip to Caesar Creek State Park in Waynesville, Ohio for
Saturday, November 4, 2017. The excursion will include a meeting with a park ranger and a
discussion of the local fossils and geology of the area, followed by a fossil hunting expedition.
The Newsletter looks forward to an accounting of the trip and the bounty of specimens unearthed!

The Ohio State University Chapter of AIPG, 2017 – 2018
President
OFFICERS

ADVISOR

Rebecca Anderson

Vice President

OPEN

Treasurer

Prescott Vayda

Secretary

Cole Bradley

Franklin Schwartz, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences, School of Earth
Sciences

Please take a moment and welcome these OSU Student Chapter of AIPG officers and their fellow
student members at a future AIPG event.
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Ohio Section Autumn 2017 Meeting
and Dinner Presentation Recap
Feature
Presentation:

RIVERBANK FILTRATION – SUCCESSES AND
FAILURES – CASE STUDIES

Presented By:

Samuel M. Stowe, CPG

The Ohio Section’s Autumn 2017 meeting and dinner presentation was held on September 14 at
La Scala Italian Bistro, in Dublin, Ohio. Guests enjoyed a social hour followed by an excellent
dinner. The event was well attended by a diverse mixture of professionals and students,
including representatives from The Ohio State University (OSU) and Wright State University
(WSU) student chapters. The event was sponsored by ALS Environmental and In-Situ.

The AIPG Ohio Section’s Autumn Meeting and Dinner Presentation was
held at La Scala Italian Bistro in Dublin, Ohio. The event was well
attended by a diverse mix of students and professionals.

Prior to dinner, AIPG Ohio Section president Brent Smith welcomed the attendees and gave an
update on upcoming AIPG Ohio events for 2017. Future events discussed included potential field
trips with the OSU and WSU Student Sections, the AIPG National Conference in Nashville,
Tennessee, the AIPG Ohio Section Vapor Intrusion Short-Course scheduled for late-October 2017,
and the Ohio Section Annual Meeting scheduled for November 16. Brent noted that he and
President-Elect Colin Flaherty will be attending the AIPG National Meeting on September 22
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through 26. Brent was also pleased to
announce that President-Elect Colin
Flaherty had secured Mrs. Laura
Factor, Deputy Director of the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency for
the Annual Meeting. Brent also
petitioned to members to be active in
the Section, and noted that an election
will be held in October for officers
including President-Elect, Treasurer,
Secretary, and Member-At-Large.
Following
dinner,
Brent
Smith
introduced the guest speaker for the
evening, Mr. Sam Stowe, PG.,
General Manager of Ranney Collector
Wells, a division of the Layne Ohio Section President Brent Smith addressing
Christiansen
Company.
Sam's attendees at the Autumn Meeting and Dinner
Presentation.
presentation, Riverbank Filtration –
Successes and Failures – Case Studies, summarized the basic design, investigation, and
installation concepts of riverbank filtration (RBF) RBF water supply systems. For those of you
unfamiliar with the concept, RBF wells essentially rely on extensive sand and gravel river deposits
as a filter media for groundwater used as a water supply. Wells are typically installed in buried
valley sand and gravel deposits, and consist of large diameter, vertical reinforced concrete shaft
(caisson) with horizontal lateral well screens projected out into the aquifer to collect and filter the
groundwater. These wells represent large scale construction efforts thus require extensive
investigation prior to selecting the
final location. RBF has been used
for over 100 years in Europe as a
means
of
drinking
water
treatment. In the USA, RBF has
been acknowledged for nearly 30
years, but primarily to sustain high
aquifer yields and as a pretreatment for water supplies.

Sam Stowe delivering the evening’s feature presentation:
Riverbank Filtration – Successes and Failures – Case Studies.
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discussing the contributing factors that lead to the success or failure of each installed system.
Successes include one installation in Kansas City, KS, which consists of two large horizontal
collector wells along the Missouri River that can yield over 70 million gallons per day (MGD). Sam
presented water quality data collected from standard water wells, the Missouri River, and from the
collector wells to demonstrate the improved water quality from the RBF system, as evidenced by
improved turbidity, iron, and other water quality parameters.
Another success story Sam presented was the first horizontal collector well ever installed in New
Hampshire. Geophysical methods, including seismic reflection from boats on the Merrimack River,
were utilized to identify the area of highest yield. This allowed for optimal well placement and the
installation of 6 horizontal collectors into the most permeable areas of the aquifer. A failure included
a recent installation of five horizontal collector wells in Malaysia, whose total yield was only 40% of
that predicted. Sam outlined how the data collected from the initial hydrogeologic investigations
was overestimated by contractors in the planning phase, and the wells were installed in relatively
close proximity. The resulting interference coupled with the over estimation of yield led to the
resulting lower than expected yield. Lesson learned, listen to your hydrogeologist and don't allow
controlling parities overestimate the yield!
Sam's final example included an overview of the the South Wellfield here in Columbus, Ohio.
Though now an integral and valuable part of the City’s water supply system, studies conducted in
the 1970’s overestimated the RBF contribution from the Scioto River. Subsequent studies and well
installation have showed that the extent regional buried deposits, not the river, were of primary
importance for long term yield. This was evidenced by a review of the bedrock surface and
historical drainage channels. Many of the highest yield or most reliable wells have since been
installed well to the east of the Scioto River where historical drainage channels have been noted
based upon the bedrock topography and contain extensive amount of sand and gravel.
Sam closed the presentation by showing a highlight reel of collector wells he was involved with that
have withstood extensive flooding due to their stout construction, including locations in Acapulco
Mexico, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Thanks again to Sam for the excellent presentation and thanks to
all that attended! For more information on Ranney Collector Wells please visit their website at:
http://www.layne.com/en/solutions/construction/ranney-collector-wells.aspx 
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2017 AIPG National Conference Revisited
Brent Smith, AIPG Ohio Section President and
Colin Flaherty, AIPG Ohio Section President-Elect

Contributed by:

Last month we had the pleasure of attending the 2017
National AIPG Conference, which was held at the Airport
Marriot in Nashville, Tennessee. Surprisingly enough, the
drive down set an excellent tone for the Conference; as we
travelled south along I-71 and I-65, we noticed the numerous
road cuts reminding us of our place along the Cincinnati
arch, and later its southern counterpart the Nashville Basin.
With geology on the mind we entered the Cumberland River
valley, home to Nashville and our first real exposure to AIPG
on a National Level.
Day 1: National Exposure
The first day of the conference was filled with business
meetings that provided a valuable experience with the
National Executive Committee and other state and regional
chapters. The day started out with a marathon, 4-hour
National Executive Committee meeting. Here we held
witness to National issues and concerns, including states
such as Arizona and Florida where state legislatures have
enacted measures to remove state geology licensure. In
addition, several guests, including representatives from the American Geosciences Institute (AGI)
and the National Association for the State Board of Geologists (ASBOG) were on hand to speak
about student outreach and to chime in on the pending AIPG Nationally Licensed Geologist (NLG)
membership level which is discussed more below.
Other guests included international
representatives from the European Federation of Geology (EFG) and Geosciences Canada, who
each presented reports
on recent issues of
interest
within
their
respective organizations.
At the same time as the
AIPG National meeting,
a Student Career day
was also held in an
adjoining room.
Here
representatives of the
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various student chapters were treated to various lectures concerning careers in the geosciences.
Both groups convened at lunch for a round table style forum in which students could ask advice
concerning future careers and continuing education. Numerous AIPG representatives, including
the National Executive Director Aaron Johnson, and various National Executive Committee
members were on hand to give valuable career advice to the attending students.
After lunch, we attended the meeting of the AIPG Advisory board, and the 2017-2018 Joint
Executive Committee Meeting and Business Meetings. At this meeting, we served as the
recognized Ohio Section delegates, and gave a report on 2017 Ohio Section activities. During
this meeting we were able to hear the ups and downs of all attending Sections. One of the most
interesting parts for us was seeing what highly active sections, such as Michigan, Minnesota,
Georgia, Florida, and Wisconsin are doing, and be able to gather many great examples of how we
can better serve our membership. Also of interest was hearing of issues the Florida and Arizona
sections have faced in the attempted removal of State Licensure.
Following the afternoon meeting, a student networking event was held. Executive Director Aaron
Johnson set the tone by having attending professionals sit at tables labeled with the various
disciplines (e.g., hydrogeology, geophysics, engineering geology, etc.) represented. Students
were then told to select a table for a round of “speed dating” in which they engaged with the
professionals for 5 minutes before a timer went off and the students switched to other tables. It
was a fun time and a great chance to meet with so many promising young geoscientists and a
great networking experience for them. Of note, Wright State University (WSU) graduate student
Baylee Stark attended the Career Day including the lunch and evening reception and participated
in the poster session on Day 3.
Day 2: Reception
After a day of checking out
downtown Nashville, including
the many establishments of
Broadway (with pregame for
the Titans game), a local music
studio (Third Man Records,
home of Jack White), and the
popular Gulch area,
we
attended
the
welcome
reception
and
AIPG
Foundation Silent Auction.
Here we were able to network
with exhibitors and peruse
through the literal treasure
trove of items unearthed in
order to benefit the Foundation.

Ohio Section donated items to the AIPG Foundation Silent
Auction at the National Conference included an Isotelus
Maximus specimen and a fossil ammonite.
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Items of notes included giant mineral
specimens from the Doe Run Zinc mine
in eastern Tennessee, historical USGS
maps dating back over 100 years, select
regional beverages (beer and whisky),
and of course our Ohio Section
donations of an Isotelus Maximus
obtained from Tom Johnson at the
House of Phacops in Adams County (a
fossil ammonite collected by WSU PhD
candidate David Peterman) and The
Ohio State University Student Chapter
pint glasses.
The event was very
successful with several thousands of
dollars collected for the Foundation.
Day 3: Sessions and Awards Dinner
Monday of the conference started with a Section delegates meeting hosted by AIPG Vice
President John Stewart. This informal meeting included roundtable discussion of issues each
state and regional section has faced and feedback by National for solutions. The morning plenary
session kicked off with an introduction by 2017 Conference Chairman, Todd McFarland, CPG
followed by a presentation by Tennessee State Geologist and Director of the Tennessee
Geological Survey, Ronald P. Zurawski, CPG. Definitely a highlight of the day, Ron presented a
summary of the geology of the entire state, which is divided up into the three Grand Divisions of
East, Middle, and West. Each Division represents a significant difference in geology, from the
river plains of the West Tennessee Division, the highlands and basins of the Middle Tennessee, to
the, to the mountains of the East Tennessee. The talk covered a detailed and fascinating
description of each Division, but also an interesting review of each Division’s historical and
economic significance. If you are not familiar with the geology we suggest checking it out at the
State website (http://www.tennessee.gov/environment/section/geo-geology).
The keynote lunch speaker was Christopher Hogan, Senior Mine Geologist of the Doe Run
Company. His presentation served as a preview of the field trip to a mine located in eastern
Tennessee the following day, and detailed the origin, economic significance, and other details of
the mine, which focused on sphalerite deposits that formed following a meteor impact. The mine
is of leading economic importance to eastern Tennessee as a significant source of zinc ore.
Also on Monday was the student Poster Session presentations and awards. Baylee Stark of the
WSU Student Chapter presented her poster entitled: A Traditional Lecture Classroom vs. a ScaleUp Classroom; A Comparison of Student Learning Gains in an Earth Science Course for NonScience Majors. When students awards were announced in the afternoon we were very pleased
to see that Baylee was awarded the Undergraduate 2nd Prize of $200. Congrats Baylee!
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Wright State University
student Baylee Stark
presenting her poster: A
Traditional Lecture Classroom vs.
a Scale-Up Classroom; A
Comparison of Student Learning
Gains in an Earth Science
Course for Non-Science Majors. ,
at the AIPG National Conference
student poster session. Baylee
was awarded the Undergraduate
Second Place prize of $200.

Another important session was hosted by President-Elect Doug Bartlett and AIPG President
Adam Heft, which summarized the most recent major initiative for AIPG National: the Nationally
Licensed Professional (NLG) membership category. While not yet available, the purpose of this
session was to provide background as to why an NLG is necessary, outline the requirements, and
to have an open forum for discussion. The session was very engaging as opposing views
emerged. Much concern was expressed as many members that have not taken the ASBOG
exams or are well established within their careers were concerned that the new NLG designation
would reduce the importance of the CPG. As you can imagine, there will be more to come on the
NLG next year.
The final event we attended was the evening awards ceremony and banquet. This event was yet
another opportunity to engage with other members in a relaxed atmosphere and to honor those
who have continually volunteered and dedicated themselves to the Institute and furthering of the
profession.
Overall the Conference was extremely positive, and left us encouraged to bring back new
contacts and ideas to advance the Ohio Section. While intimidating at first, the National Executive
Committee members and other people we met were just like us, a great group of friendly
individuals with a shared interest in supporting and furthering the geosciences. 
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Contributed by Ohio Section President Brent R. Smith , CPG-11130
As part of Earth Science Week 2017 I had the pleasure of teaching my son Gavin’s 1 st grade class
at Chapman Elementary School in Dublin, Ohio on Friday, October 13. For those of you that have
read our recent blog post on the AIPG National Conference which occurred last month, you’ll
know that representatives of the American Geosciences Institute (AGI) were present to promote
their work as advocates in Washington D. C. and to also promote Earth Sciences week, which ran
from October 8 through the 13th. AGI also provided educational materials, including Earth
Science tool kits and references to on-line resources at the Conference. Review of the AGI kit
and other on-line materials inspired me to continue something I started with my son’s preschool,
and that’s sharing my passion for the geosciences with future generations.
For my big presentation, I gave the inquisitive first graders an overview of the Earth Sciences and
what it means to all of us. I then let them watch a couple of videos excellently produced AGI and
loaded on YouTube, including an overview of what Earth Science week is, and a summary of
Earth Sciences in general. These videos had high production values and included excellent
computer visualizations of many of
Earth’s geologic processes such as
the
hydrologic
cycle,
plate
tectonics, volcanos, and glacial
retreat and advance that elicited
several “Whoas!” from the bright
eyed children.
Following the videos, I gave the
kids a summary of what kind of
geoscientist I am, explaining the
basics of site investigation and
environmental assessments.
I
accomplished this by drawing a
classic smoked-stacked factory
with a few tipped drums out back,
and explained how “bad” chemicals
could leak down to groundwater,
potentially reaching wells or
surface water bodies used as
drinking water sources. Ultimately,
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I stressed that many geoscientists such as myself study soil and groundwater with the objective to
protect human health and the environment and to clean up the mistakes of the past.
After leaving the kids questioning the quality of their water supply, I decided it was time to lighten
the mood and get to what they really wanted to see, rocks! I then gathered the 20+ kids around a
table and slowly passed out 15 or so of my most durable specimens, including lava, petrified
wood, a fossil nautiloid, limey sandstone, fossiliferous limestone, and a mudstone with mud
cracks. Each rock was accompanied by a story of where it came from and how old the rock was.
To kids learning to count to 100 a number like “400 million years” was truly an imaginary number
that they couldn’t quite wrap their heads around but were amazed just the same.
At the end of the presentation one particularly precocious child though it wise to ask me why I
didn’t buy better crystals or fossils. To this I advised him that each rock was special to me
because it was associated with a particular time in my life and had a personal story of how and
where I found it, thus making it special to me. I encouraged them to go out and collect whatever
rocks and fossils they liked as there is nothing more special than a specimen that you find
yourself!
During the 45 minutes I spent in the classroom I also managed to learn quite a bit too, especially
the fact that kids LOVE volcanos, dinosaurs, and rocks in general, and will always surprise your
with their curiosity. Special thanks to Mrs. Lempke at Dublin Chapman for letting me teach her
class. I was rewarded the following week with a poster-sized thank you card signed by the entire
class! Such enthusiasm will ensure that
I continue to volunteer for these fun and
rewarding
opportunities as both of my
children grow and I
encourage everyone
else to do so as well.
More information on
Earth Science week
including links to the
education materials
can be found on
AGI’s website at
http://www.earthsciw
eek.org/.
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Contributed by Tim Brow n, CPG-11637

The AIPG Ohio Section Executive Committee is in the preliminary stages of planning for a field
trip to the Serpent Mound Impact Structure in June 2018. Geologist Mark Baranoski of the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geological Survey, has tentatively agreed
to lead the geological portion of the trip. The expedition may also consist of an examination of
the archeological aspects of the impact structure and nearby associated Native American
artifacts. The event is intended to be family friendly. A field trip planning committee has been
founded to establish the details. Please keep this field trip in mind in your plans for next
summer. Additional details on this field trip will be announced soon!

New Ohio Geological Survey Guidebook to Serpent Mound
Impact Structure Published
The Ohio Division of Geological Survey has recently
released a new publication, Guide to the Serpent Mound
Impact Structure, South-Central Ohio, by Dr. Keith A.
Milam, of Ohio University. The publication, also known
as Guidebook 22, was written for a wide audience,
ranging from hikers to professional geologists.
Guidebook 22 offers accessible information on the
Serpent Mound Impact Structure, which is one of Ohio's
most interesting geologic features. Keith Milam begins
with an examination of the history of Serpent Mound
research and follows with an explanation of impact
cratering processes. The field trip sites take you from
outside the crater, where the regional geology is
observed in its natural sequence, to the crater rim, and
then inside the crater to observe the jumbled nature of
the local strata as caused by the impact. Guidebook 22
is the first to be published in full-color by the Ohio Geological Survey and offers more than 30
photos, maps, and illustrations, as well as a very useful glossary to explain more complex
terms. The 34-page guidebook is also spiral bound for ease of use during a field trip.
Guidebook 22 is available for purchase for $12.00 through the Ohio Geological Survey’s
website (ohiogeologystore.com).

29

American Institute of Professional Geologists Ohio Section

November 2017 Newsletter

Letters to the Editor and Editorial Submittal Guidelines
The Ohio Section welcomes and encourages membership discourse via the Section
newsletter on relevant geopolitical and geological topics, in accordance with our chartered
purpose. Contributing authors are requested to abide by the following guidelines to ensure
civility and professionalism.
1.

Scientific interpretations should include accurate and effective references.

2. Opinion pieces should be presented with reasoning. Fellow members may choose to
comment or challenge a submittal with their own contribution.
3. Authors must abide by the AIPG Code of Ethics. Any author who violates this code
will not be published. Authors must be respectful to fellow members, all political parties,
officials and candidates.
4.

Letters to the Editor should be under one page in 12 pt. Arial font.

5.

Member authors should provide their name and certification number.

6. The Ohio Section also welcomes and will consider relevant articles from non-members,
provided contributions abide by the above stated guidelines.
Contributions to the Ohio Section newsletter do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
Ohio Section or the editor. We reserve the right to edit for clarity and space considerations.
Please send submittals to the editor at tbrown@gtenvironmental.com.
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