Climate Change, a Geological Perspective

Abstract

Geologic time, as recorded in the rock record, reveals a dynamic earth with a
changing climate. Atmospheric gas concentrations, as estimated from proxy isotopic
data, have varied significantly. This presentation will explore questions critical to
understanding climate change as follows: How has the earth's atmosphere varied
over geologic time? How have global temperatures varied in conjunction with
atmospheric changes? What role have earth rotational cycles and the sun had on
climatic variation? How do oceanic cycles affect global climate? And finally, how do
current climate model predictions compare with actual data?
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